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Minutes 

Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Wednesday, November 16, 2011 

7:30 pm 

 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, Wednesday, November 16, 2011, at 

the Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 
Members Present:   Chairman Kevin Kelly  

Bruce Hartleben 

Patty Kiernan 

Jim MacDonald 
 

Members Absent:  Anne Houck  

 

Staff Present:   None 

 
Staff Absent:  Austin Cassidy 

 

New Cases: 

 
1.  Jnana Organics       Case #ARB11-21 

 255 North Bedford Road     Signage 

Mount Kisco, NY 10549   

 
Chairman Kelly called the first case, Jnana Organics – 255 North Bedford 

Road.  Patricia Trongone appeared before the Board. 

 

Ms. Trongone stated that she is proposing to change the name of her 

business from Jnana Juice to Jnana Organics.  The new sign will be exactly 
the same as the Jnana Juice temporary sign that is there now.  The 

dimensions will be the same, the colors will be the same, the phone 

number will remain, and the arrow will still be there.  Jim MacDonald 

asked if the sign is backlit.  Ms. Trongone explained that there is no back 
lighting to the sign.  Ms. Trongone explained that the sign will be an 

aluminum sign, and that the letters will be vinyl.  She explained that Sign-

A-Rama is doing the work. 

 
Chairman Kelly stated that his only concern about the proposed sign is 

that he is not sure if the sign will be able to be read.  Chairman Kelly said 

that he likes the sign and the design, but is worried that because it is all in 

the same family of colors and pattern that it may not be bold enough. 
Chairman Kelly wonders if maybe the font should be heavier.  Ms. 

Trongone stated originally the sign was going to have a white background 

instead of brown.  She asked if the Board thinks that would help make the 

sign more readable?  The Board stated that they like the colors the way 

they are presented, and wouldn’t change the background color.  Patty 
Kiernan stated that making the letters just a little bit thicker would make 

a big difference.   

 

Ms. Trongone asked if the hours of operation were allowed to be on the 
sign.  Chairman Kelly stated that she could include her hours of operation 

in her window as long as it took up only 25% coverage of the window.  

Chairman Kelly said he didn’t believe that hours of operation were allowed 

to be on the sign at all according to the regulations. 
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Motion:  Patty Kiernan made the motion to accept the proposed 

signage for Jnana Organics at 255 North Bedford Road as 
presented with the suggestion that at the owner’s discression 

possibly strengthening the weight of the letters to be heavier.  

Bruce Hartleben seconded the motion.  All ayes. 

 
2. Petco       Case #ARB11-26 

 360 North Bedford Road    Signage  

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 

 
Chairman Kelly called the second case, Petco – 360 North Bedford Road.  

Russ Walter appeared before the Board.  

 

Mr. Walter explained that he is proposing a pretty standard sign for Petco.  
The sign will have LED channel letters and an accompanying logo.  

Chairman Kelly wanted to double check what it exactly was that was 

coming before the Board.  The secretary explained that the building has 

an existing sign package, which consists of the red channel letters, and 

Petco was appearing for approval for the proposed logo.  Chairman Kelly 
asked if the entrance and exit signs were part of the approved 

comprehensive sign package?  The secretary stated that she did not know.  

Chairman Kelly asked if the entrance sign had CVS on it also.  Mr. Walter 

stated yes, and that Petco would be replacing the panel where CVS was 
previously.  Mr. Walter stated that the Landlord would be supplying that 

with their sign company, and assumed they would be making the panel 

the same color red to match the rest.  Jim MacDonald asked if that was 

part of the application tonight or not.  Mr. Walter stated they were not 
providing that sign and that he did not know what would be involved in 

getting that approved.  Chairman Kelly explained that if it was going to be 

the same color and the same font then it will just be part of the record 

tonight in order to make his life easier down the road.  Chairman Kelly 

also explained that a deviation from that (a logo or a total different font or 
color) would require it to come back to the Board.  Chairman Kelly made 

note for the record to show that the Petco would match the directory sign 

in size, font, and color. 

 
Chairman Kelly moved back to the proposed signage that they appeared 

before the Board for.  Chairman Kelly asked the applicant to describe the 

proposed signage.  Mr. Walter explained that the sign consists of standard 

channel letters that are front lit.  The faces are acrylic red, and on the 
logo there is blue vinyl.  The Petco letters and the red cat are all acrylic.  

Chairman Kelly asked if they are sticking out the same five inches?  Mr. 

Walter stated yes they are.  Jim MacDonald asked if the proposed red 

matches the rest of the reds in the development?  Mr. Walter stated that 
they have replaced CVS before and that the acrylic 3728 is a pretty 

standard color red, but he is not sure if that is the exact color CVS had.  

Jim MacDonald stated that he assumed that if there is a comprehensive 

sign package than the reds would have to stay the same throughout.  

Chairman Kelly asked who was left in that sign package.  Patty Kiernan 
stated Johnny Rockets, Tuscan Oven, & Sears.  Jim MacDonald stated his 

only comment is that the colors should match across the entire building.  

Jim MacDonald also wanted to clarify that when the old sign is removed 

that it is patched properly and painted, because it seems that sometimes 
when that is not brought up it is not followed through with.  Mr. Walter 

stated that that was not part of their scope but he would definitely pass 

the message on to the previous tenant or to the Landlord. 
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Motion:  Jim MacDonald made the motion to accept the proposed 

sign for Petco at 360 North Bedford Road with the clarifications 
that the red color match the comprehensive sign package for the 

building, that when the old CVS sign is removed that it is patched 

to match the original, and that the Petco name matches the entry 

sign along the street in size, font, and color of the other names in 
the sign package.  Patty Kiernan seconded the motion.  All ayes. 

 

3. The Reyem Company     Case #ARB11-27 

 23-27 Main Street     Comprehensive  
 Mount Kisco, NY 10549    Sign Package 

   & 

 Little Spice Bazaar     Case #ARB11-28 

 27 Main Street      Signage 
 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 

 

Chairman Kelly called the third and fourth cases, comprehensive sign 

package for 23-27 Main Street & signage for Little Spice Bazaar at 27 Main 

Street.  Bonnie Saran, who appeared before the Board, represented both 
applications. 

 

Ms. Saran explained that she is basically proposing to do the signage that 

is currently there and to have a store, which is going to carry spices from 
all over the world.  The store will also have a small juice bar.  Customers 

are curious about the spices she uses, so she would like to open a store to 

carry a bunch of spices.  The store is also going to carry fresh fruit. 

 
Chairman Kelly explained that he had similar questions as the earlier 

applicant that appeared before the Board.  The Chairman is concerned 

that the graphic on the awning is going to be difficult to read.  Jim 

MacDonald stated he believes it is the same size as the Little Kabab 

Station graphic.  Ms. Saran stated that since the Little Kabab station 
concept was approved for the whole building she wanted to follow a 

similar plan for that side of the street.  Ms. Saran stated that because of 

the trees the logo is hard for the people to read.  Ms. Saran stated that 

she wanted to follow the same kind of logo for the point of similarity.  Jim 
MacDonald asked that at this point Smokers Harbor wasn’t coming in, but 

Ms. Saran was presenting the overall idea for the building.  Ms. Saran 

stated yes that Smokers Harbor was not coming in right now but she 

believes they have some time to decide to change their awning.   
 

Jim MacDonald stated that when Little Kabab Station was before the Board 

the last time the Board recommended fabric to be installed on the 

awnings.  He stated that he does not feel it is wearing very well.  The 
fabric is sagging, and water gets in there.  Chairman Kelly stated that the 

Board also had the same concern for Applebee’s.  Chairman Kelly asked so 

what does the Board propose then?  Jim MacDonald stated that he 

actually thinks the proposal is quite nice, and that it dresses up the 

building significantly.  Ms. Saran stated that she is trying to make that 
side of the street more whole by changing the storefronts.  

 

Ms. Saran stated that she is proposing to install goosenecks to light the 

awnings, and provided the Board with a copy of the specifications of the 
goosenecks.  Jim MacDonald stated he thought the proposal was very 

nice, and that it is similar to what the Board approved to her other place.  

Chairman Kelly stated that he thought the proposal was very clean.  Patty 

Kiernan stated that on the proposal the lettering for Smokers Harbor is in 
black, and the lettering for Little Spice Bazaar is in white.  Ms. Saran 
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stated that Smokers Harbor lettering is supposed to be white also.  Patty 

Kiernan stated that she thought you could actually see the black lettering 

better.  Jim MacDonald asked what color the lettering is at the Little 
Kabab Station.  Ms. Saran stated that the letters are white.  Chairman 

Kelly stated that he doesn’t feel strongly one way or the other when it 

comes to the lettering.   

 
Patty Kiernan stated that the gutter on the building is white and that it is 

against a brown wall.  She questioned whether the gutter was going to 

stay white against the brown wall?  Ms. Saran stated that she wanted to 

paint the gutter brown, but last time the ARB approved the gutter as 
white.  Chairman Kelly stated that the Board probably asked the architect 

representing the application what color is the gutter going to be, and they 

just responded white.  Chairman Kelly stated that the Board would not 

have an objection to the gutter being painted brown to match the wall.   
 

Chairman Kelly stated that the Board would make two motions, one 

motion to approve the comprehensive sign package for 23-27 Main Street, 

and one motion to approve the proposed signage for Little Spice Bazaar at 

27 Main Street. 
 

Motion:  Bruce Hartleben made the motion to accept the 

application for the comprehensive sign package for 23-27 Main 

Street as submitted.  Patty Kiernan seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 

Motion:  Patty Kiernan made the motion to accept the signage as 

presented for Little Spice Bazaar at 27 Main Street.  Jim 

MacDonald seconded the motion.  All ayes.   
 

4. Patrick Croke, Architect    Case #ARB11-29 

 3 Drake Street      Family Room 

 Mount Kisco, NY 10549    Addition 

 
Chairman Kelly called the fifth case, 3 Drake Street.  Patrick Croke 

appeared before the Board. 

 

Mr. Croke explained that he is proposing a family room addition at the 
west end of the house.  He stated that the house is on the corner of Drake 

Street and Parkview Place.  Mr. Croke also stated that there is a deck at 

that end of the house now, and that they are proposing to construct a new 

family room over the top of that.  The family room would be a gable 
addition, same pitch as the house, just dropped down.  All of the materials 

match the existing, which is a light grey vinyl with aluminum siding.  

There is a black asphalt roof with white trim.  There will be Anderson 

windows. 
 

Jim MacDonald asked if there are shutters?  Mr. Croke stated yes, and 

that there will be shutters to match.  Chairman Kelly asked if there are 

any grills in the windows.  Mr. Croke stated that there is a single 

horizontal grill.  Mr. Croke also explained that the new windows are to be 
slightly larger than the existing windows.  Jim MacDonald asked if they 

would be the same width.  Mr. Croke said that they would also be slightly 

wider.  Mr. Croke explained that they had considered extending the roof 

across but they ran into problems with this _____ up above that right now 
needs to be moved a foot or so to clear the new roof, plus we have 

coverage issues.  Jim MacDonald asked that with the exception of moving 

that window there is no change to the remainder of the existing windows?  

Mr. Croke stated that was correct.   
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Jim MacDonald stated that it looks like there is a porch in front of the new 

addition, which is not covered.  Mr. Croke stated that was correct, that it 

is an existing deck that covers most of the side of the house.  Chairman 
Kelly asked if it will connect to the front porch?  Mr. Croke stated yes, it 

does connect to the front porch.  Mr. Croke said that there is a little 

section of railing there now.  Jim MacDonald said that he thought the 

proposal was fine, but that it could be tweeked a little bit.  He stated that 
he thought it would be more interesting from a symmetry point of view if 

the stair was on the other side because it would balance it.  He stated that 

it was a little strange, almost like a rental house with one tenant on one 

side and one tenant on the other side.  Mr. Croke explained that it is an 
existing deck with an existing stair, and that’s why it is there.  Mr. Croke 

also added that he is not even sure you need to have the stair there.  Jim 

MacDonald stated that he would recommend reconsidering removing the 

stair, because it is just a little strange.  Patty Kiernan asked would he then 
just continue the railing across?  Mr. Croke stated maybe they would just 

possibly remove the railing all together because the grade is at a height 

where you wouldn’t need the railing.  Mr. Croke said he had no problem 

bringing back the suggestion from the Board to remove the railing.   

 
Chairman Kelly stated that the proposal was very simple and straight 

forward.  Chairman Kelly asked if any of the Board members had any 

concerns, and asked if there was anything that was missing?  None of the 

Board members had any concerns.   
 

Motion:  Jim MacDonald made the motion to accept the proposal 

for the family room addition at 3 Drake Street as submitted with 

the recommendation that the railing in front of the addition either 
be removed or continued all the way across.  Bruce Hartleben 

seconded the motion.  All ayes. 

 

Minutes:  

 
October 19, 2011  

 

The Board voted to table the minutes and approve them at the next 

meeting of the Architectural Review Board. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

Kevin Kelly 

Chairman 
 

 

 


